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Upshur Rural Electric provides electric 
service to over 46,000 meters in a 2,180 square 
mile area spanning portions of ten counties. Our 
rural electric cooperative built lines and provided 
electricity to people who lived in the country 
when no one else would. We have 6,043 miles of 
overhead lines (that is all the way across the 
United States and back!) and 305 miles of 
underground. We strive to provide affordable, 
reliable electric energy consistent with sound 
economy, safety and quality management to our 
members and communities that we serve.  

Our average rate for the last 12 months was 
$113.36 per 1000 kilowatt hours. For more 
information on rate comparisons, you can check 
the PUC website at the link listed below: 

https://www.puc.texas.gov/industry/electric/rates/NCr
ate.aspx 

 
For your ease and 

convenience, we have 
added two new kiosks and 
a bill changer in our lobby! 
Paying your bill has never 

been easier! 

 

https://www.puc.texas.gov/industry/electric/rates/NCrate.aspx
https://www.puc.texas.gov/industry/electric/rates/NCrate.aspx


East Texas Rural Electric Youth Seminar (ETREYS) Completes Its 31st Year! 
The East Texas Rural Electric Youth Seminar (ETREYS) just 
concluded its 31st season of giving back to the youth in our 
north east Texas area. ETREYS is sponsored by nine electric 
cooperatives consisting of Bowie Cass, Cherokee County, 
Deep East Texas, Houston County, Jasper-Newton, Panola 
Harrison, Rusk County, Upshur Rural and Wood County 
Electric Cooperatives and is held on the campus of East 
Texas Baptist University in Marshall. Students started out the 
week learning what it takes to be a leader and were given 
ideas to take back to their local schools. They also heard first-
hand what it feels like to be the victim of bullying and one 
person’s struggle to overcome. “It really makes you stop and 
think how hurtful words and actions can be and how much 
impact you can have on another person’s life” said Lynn 
Gray, who has attended the seminar as a chaperone for 20 
years for Upshur Rural Electric. Students were motivated and 
encouraged to follow their dreams, to have big dreams, and 
learned how to push through any boundaries trying to hold 
them back. ETREYS taught the students about electric 
cooperatives and the business model they are governed by. 
They learned why co-ops were created and how they give 
back. Each student participated in a scholarship interview 
which gave them an incredible opportunity to express 
themselves while competing for scholarship monies that were 

awarded at the end of the week. A couple of dances and an exciting evening of “Minute to Win It” games rounded out the 
fun. New this year was the opportunity to participate in a service project. ETREYS purchased wagons and each 
cooperative’s students spent time putting the wagons (complete with an ETREYS logo) together for the Shriners Hospitals 
for Children in Shreveport. Ms. Jennifer Laurent gave a presentation to the students about the hospital at the banquet on 
Thursday evening and the wagons were presented to her. She said the wagons were a huge donation and will be used by 
the families and loved by the children. It was an incredible week, opportunity and privilege to be able to pour into these 
students. They are so eager to learn. They are our future and with all the negative the world throws at us, it is refreshing to 
see that there is a lot of greatness out there too! 

Pictured L-R Front Row: Audrey Clamp, Austin Farmer, Aaron 
Duhart, Gabe Griffin, Jr., Carson Helpenstill, Trinity Shipp, and 
Monica Fajardo.                                                                      
Back Row: Simon Griffith, Matthew Phillips, Josiah Beggs, 
Simone Griffith, Haley Smith, Julia Loeza, Dakota Cowan, 
Jennifer Chandler and Hailey Porter. 

 

“You don’t have to be great to get started.   

You just have to get started to be great!”       

“What are you going to do with your second half?” 

     ~Keith Davis 

Pictured above from L-R: Scholarship Recipients 
Gabe Griffin, Jr. and Jennifer Chandler.              
Simon Griffith was selected from the entire camp to 
receive the Titus Award recognizing him for his 
outstanding character and caring spirit. 

One of the reasons we believe 
ETREYS has been so successful is the 
fact that we bring back one student 
from each camp to serve as a leader 
for the next summer. These students 
are voted on by the entire camp and 
attend planning meetings with 
Cooperative employees throughout the 
year. Pictured to the right is Matthew 
Phillips, our 2019 Youth Director and 
Austin Farmer, our 2020 Youth 
Director. 
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